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THE SWEDISH CASE STUDY - A PROGRESS 
REPORT 

i k e  E. Andersson  

INTRODUCTION 

I n  A p r i l  1979 t h e  p rob lems  o f  w e s t e r n  ~ k a n e  were d i s c u s s e d  i n  

t h e  IIASA working p a p e r ,  WP-79-23. I n  t h a t  p a p e r ,  it w a s  c o n c l u d e d  

t h a t  a  case s t u d y  s h o u l d  be  u n d e r t a k e n  a t  IIASA and be  o r i e n t e d  

t o  p rob lems  o f  w a t e r  s u p p l y  and  l a n d  r e s o u r c e s  p l a n n i n g .  S i n c e  

t h e n  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  t e a m  h a s  been e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i -  

p a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c i e s  i n   kine. The work on 

c r e a t i n g  a sys t em f o r  p l a n n i n g  o f  l a n d  u s e  h a s  p r i m a r i l y  i n v o l v e d  

t h e  L o c a l  F e d e r a t i o n  of Sou thwes t  ~ k h e  (SSK) i n  Sweden and  t h e  

Reg iona l  Development Task ( w i t h i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  Resea rch  Area )  a t  

IIASA. 

T h i s  p a p e r  g i v e s  a comprehens ive  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  

of  models  t h a t  h a s  been  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  12-month p e r i o d  o f  

c o o p e r a t i o n ,  1979-1980. 



DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS OF THE SRANE REGION 

The ~ k & n e  r e g i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  impor tan t  p a r t  of t h e  

Swedish.economy. I t s  c u r r e n t  r o l e  measured i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways 

i s  i n d i c a t e d  by T a b l e  1 .  

Table  1 .  S e l e c t e d  I n d i c a t o r s  on t h e  R e l a t i v e  Impor tance  o f  t h e  
~ k a n e  Area i n  t h e  Swedish Economy (Share  o f  N a t i o n a l  
T o t a l s ) .  

T o t a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Income Dens i ty  of  P o p u l a t i o n  land l a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  

* I n h a b i t a n t s  p e r  s q u a r e  k i l o m e t e r  ( t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  Sweden was 20 
i n  1975) . 
Source:  S t a t i s t i s k  i r s b o k ,  1962 and 1976. 

The ~ k h e  r e g i o n  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  d e n s e l y  p o p u l a t e d .  C o n f l i c t s  

on t h e  u s e  o f  l a n d  and o t h e r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  s e r i o u s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  The r e g i o n  h a s  

always performed p r o d u c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  c i t y  i n d u s t r i e s  ( t r a n s p o r -  

t a t i o n ,  communicat ions,  commerce, and manufac tu r ing)  w h i l e  a t  

t h e  same t i m e  hav ing  t h e  most p r o d u c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  

among Swedish r e g i o n s .  A s  a  consequence ,  s e r i o u s  c o n f l i c t s  on 

t h e  u s e  o f  l a n d  and w a t e r  have evo lved .  Economic s t a t i s t i c s  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t r a d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

and i n  manufac tu r ing  food ,  chemical  and nonmeta l i c  m i n e r a l  pro- 

d u c t i o n  a r e  s e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

I n  a l l  t h e s e  sectors o f  p r o d u c t i o n  t h e  S k h e  r e g i o n  c o n t r i -  

b u t e s  more t h a n  1 / 7 t h  of  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  The development 

of  t h e s e  s e c t o r s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i s  t h e r e f o r e  o f  a  g r e a t  

importance f o r  t h e  Skane r e g i o n .  

The s o u t h  o f  Sweden h a s  had an e x t r e m e l y  s t a b l e  r e l a t i v e  

r o l e  i n  t h e  Swedish economy i n  a  long-term p e r s p e c t i v e .  S t a t i s -  

t i c s  show t h a t  t h e  s o u t h  o f  Sweden s  kine and Blek inge)  h a s  

had c l o s e  t o  15% of  t h e  r e c o r d e d  incomes and p o p u l a t i o n  from 

1920 till t h e  end of t h e  1970s. S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  l a r g e r  Swedish 

g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s  show t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  tendency i n  t h e  



country to convergance between the regional income shares and 

population shares. 

The pattern of convergance also seems to be rather clear: 

A. The network for railroad transportations was already 

established in its basic structure by the end of the nineteenth 

century and had already then established the general transportation 

and communication advantages for the different geographical areas 

of the country. The main road network which was built in the 

1920's and 1930's followed the same pattern as well as the 

developing network for electricity distribution. This means that 

the communication and transportation advantage for the different 

regions established in the beginning of the century has been 

reinforced by the subsequent investments in other networks. 

The investments in the private and public sectors in the 

nodes of this network tended to follow the relative accessibi- 

lity differentials and thus created a capital, production, and 

income structure which was established already by 1920. 

B. The population distribution in 1920 was grossly at var- 

iance with the allocation of income between the regions. The 

response to this regional income inequality was heavy migration 

towards the Stockholm region and away from the northern and inland 

counties. In this whole migration process, the ~ k h e  region 

remained undisturbed by this great economic change. 

C. The general conclusion is thus that the skane region 

seen as a macro-object, is an extremely stable part of the Swedish 

economy. It is not be expected that it will lose any of its 

relative importance in the future. It is rather the case that 

one could expect certain increases in its relative share of 

income, employment, population, and capital, especially if its 

position in the transportation networks would be strengthened by 

the building of a bridge or tunnel across the strait of Oresund. 

The stability of the relative share of the Skane region in 

the national totals d-oes not imply that the structure of produc- 

tion and employment in the region is stable over time. The 

industrial structure is changing rather rapidly as can be seen 

in Table 2. 


































