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IIASA/ Dilek Fraisl

Dilek Fraisl is a research scholar at the Data
Ecosystems for Sustainability Program of the
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis
based in Austria. Dilek is also a PhD candidate at
the University of Natural Resources and Life
Science Vienna (BOKU). She is the chair of the
European Commission funded "WeObserve SDGs &
Citizen Science Community of Practice" that aims to
foster collaboration and consolidate knowledge on
the contribution of citizen science to the SDGs
across the global citizen science and data and
statistics communities. Dilek is also co-chairing the
Citizen Science Global Partnership SDGs & Citizen
Science Maximization Group, and a member of the
Sustainable Solutions Development Network -
Thematic Research Network on Data and Statistics.
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IIASA/ Presentation Agenda 
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• Background 
• Methodology
• Results
• Examples/Success Stories
• Challenges, Gaps and Opportunities
• Summary/Key Takeaways
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11625-020-00833-7
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https://www.weobserve.eu/weobserve-cop4-sdgs/
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Public 
Participation

• From projects, where citizens
primarily contribute data to
initiatives citizens design the
research with scientists.

Voluntary 
contribution

• Contributions on voluntary basis;
no professional background or
disposable income.

Knowledge 
production

•Production of scientific knowledge
and clear research outcomes that
include monitoring & observation.
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Methodology
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Results
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Litter Intelligence 
Sustainable Coastlines
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6.3.2 - Proportion of bodies of water 
with good ambient water quality 

FreshWaterWatch has a global water 
quality database based on the 
contributions made by 8,000+ citizen 
scientists for more than 2,500 water 
bodies. 

FreshWaterWatch
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• Building awareness and sharing experiences on the
use of citizen science for the SDGs;

• Developing case studies or success stories where
citizen science data have been used in innovative
ways by NSOs;

• Identifying criteria for ensuring data quality or data
quality assurance procedures;

• Integrating citizen science into the methodologies of
SDG indicators

Way Forward – Some of the Recommendations
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Questions and answers will 
be received after the final 

presentation in this session. 


